
1 

 

Motivation and Migration Plan and their influence on L2 literacy: the case 

of adult Syrian refugees in South-East Turkey 

Isabella Chiari1 

1Sapienza Università di Roma, Dipartimento di Lettere e Culture Moderne 

 

 

Isabella.chiari@uniroma1.it  

 

Turkey hosts more than 3.7 million Syrian refugees as a cause of the 2011 crisis. Kilis is a border town 

characterized by a higher number of Syrian inhabitants over the Turkish population (about 70%), while 

Gaziantep hosts about half a million Syrians. This research presents an overview of factors (attitudes, 

motivations) and variables influencing the knowledge and practice of Turkish language and 

reading/writing skills in the community (taking into consideration age, educational level, city/village 

provenance, job qualification, years in Turkey, family composition, etc.). A questionnaire in oral form 

was proposed to a stratified sample of 100 Syrians, men and women, living in Kilis and Gaziantep. Data 

also portrays differences in bilingualism depending on age and opportunities of education access and 

motivation and reveals significant differences in the different four skills (speaking, listening, reading, 

and writing) in Turkish and Arabic. Data offer significant insights both on multilingualism in the Syrian 

refugee communities and different roles play governmental and municipality choices in two close 

Turkish cities which have managed education in different ways. The interest of this kind of research 

also lies in the impact of dissimilarities observable in cases of chosen and forced migration and between 

border areas as compared to internal or foreign (non-border countries) migration. 

 

References  

Chiari, I. (2018). "Educazione formale e non formale e identità linguistica dei profughi siriani in 

Turchia", Leussein – Rivista di Studi Umanistici, 1-2-3, 2018, 1, 49-62. 

Chiari, I., Radwan, Z. “Oltre il virus. Diseguaglianze linguistiche e educazione durante la pandemia 

Covid-19 per i profughi siriani in Turchia”, XXII Congresso Internazionale dell’Associazione Italiana 

di Linguistica Applicata (AITLA), Università degli Studi di Napoli “L’Orientale” 9-11 febbraio 2022. 

(30 April 2022) – in press 

Salem, A.  and Chiari, I. 2022. “Language and Identity of Second-Generation Arabic Speakers in 

Italy” in Stuart Dunmore, Charlotte Taylor and Karolina Rosiak (eds.) Routledge Studies in Language 

and Identity (30 May 2022) – in press 

 

Isabella Chiari 

Professor of General Linguistics in University "La Sapienza" of Rome, Department of Modern Letters 

and Cultures. She is the Founder and President of Amal for Education, a non-governmental organization 

specialized in the field of education of migrants and refugees in Italy and abroad. 

 

 

 

 


